Background to the project

Globally countries are looking for innovative
workforce solutions to deliver services to
the projected rising number of people with
dementia [1]. Primary health care services
play an essential and long term role in diag-
nosing dementia then supporting the person
with dementia and their carers. However,
barriers to dementia diagnosis by General
Practitioners include the time consuming
nature of dementia diagnosis and subse-
quent counseling and service referral [2].
As a result diagnosis of dementia may be
missed in up to 70% of cases, with diagnos-
tic delays from symptom onset of up to 3
years [2-3].

These missed diagnoses are problematic
because early diagnosis provides benefits,
such as timely access to potentially benefi-
cial medications, being able to plan ahead
for financial and legal matters while cogni-
tive capacity is adequate.
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This research project will

. Support General Practitioners in the pro-
cess of gathering vital cognitive function
information to enable, where indicated, a
timely diagnosis of dementia.

. Explore the potential of a primary health
care Nurse-led assessment clinic.

. Trial the development of an innovative
role for Nurse Practitioners Aged Care.

. Provide screening and referral services.

Referral Process:

Please complete the form overleaf
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This project is accepting referrals from

General Practitioners
Aged Care Assessment Teams *
Alzheimer's Association Tasmania *
Southern Area Health Service *

- Geriatric Outpatient Clinics

- Aged Services Assessment Team

Self referrals *

* with 6P contact details



